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The University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC) is a
unique, world-class, international institution. Situated on
China’s prosperous east coast, the University provides
excellent teaching and research opportunities to prepare
you for an exciting career in a tough global marketplace.

Nottingham is ranked within the top 1% of all universities
worldwide and is recognised internationally for its world-
changing research. As a student at UNNC, you will be
connected to leading academics, the latest research and
exciting international companies. 

With campuses in the UK, China and Malaysia, and
students from more than 150 countries, we can offer you
access to a worldwide network that will help you further
your career and realise your ideas.

This prospectus offers an overview of the opportunities
available to you as an international student at UNNC. If you
would like further information, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Take the next step at www.nottingham.edu.cn

“Our students have a great future.
They are in demand among
employers here in China and
elsewhere because The University 
of Nottingham has an outstanding
reputation as a provider of
internationally excellent education.” 
Professor Nick Miles
Provost and CEO, UNNC

Sebastian Naranjo Rodriguez
BA International Studies

Sebastian tells us about his life-changing
experience at UNNC:
www.nottingham.ac.uk/pgvideos/
sebastianrodriguez

You can view all our student videos at
www.nottingham.ac.uk/istudentvideos 

Scan it: to find out how to
watch this video on your
smartphone see page 70.

Welcome to The
University of Nottingham 
Ningbo China

The University of Nottingham Ningbo China 
is situated on the outskirts of one of China’s
fastest growing and greenest cities.
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• The University of Nottingham Ningbo 
  China (UNNC) has more than 4,800 
  students from dozens of countries 
  around the world.

• Nottingham is a truly international 
  institution and all our students develop a 
  global perspective that is attractive 
  to employers.

• Student life at UNNC is packed full of 
  extracurricular opportunities and 
  chances to meet new people, learn new 
  skills and enjoy yourself – see page 15.

• The city of Ningbo is an important 
  trading, business and manufacturing port 
  on China’s east coast – see page 17.

• In April 2011, China’s Premier Wen Jiabao 
  paid a surprise visit to our campus and 
  spent time chatting with our students.

• Our campus featured as a location in 
  Search, a film starring one of China’s 
  most popular actresses, Yao Chen, in 
  2011, and in Chinese television series 
  Behind You in 2010.
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The latest research feeds into all teaching programmes
at The University of Nottingham Ningbo China.

5

Teaching 
excellence

In the last review of teaching quality in the UK (2009), The
University of Nottingham was awarded the highest possible
judgement for teaching standards. The Quality Assurance
Agency, the organisation that safeguards and helps
improve academic standards within higher education in the
UK, expressed confidence in the quality of learning
opportunities available to our students and highlighted a
number of areas of good practice for commendation.

The Nottingham teaching model
The University of Nottingham model shapes the approach
to teaching at UNNC. Our degrees run in parallel to
degrees offered at The University of Nottingham, UK, and
are subject to the same quality assurance processes. 

You will graduate with a University of Nottingham degree,
whether you complete your programme at our campus in
the UK, China or Malaysia.

Our undergraduate courses are four years in duration,
incorporating a preliminary year where necessary – see 
page 64.

Studying in English
All our degree programmes are taught in English, and you
will receive a British-style education. All coursework
material is in English and all exams and assignments are
submitted in English.

Typically, you will be taught partly in large lecture groups
and partly in smaller student groups of about 15-20. This
student-centred learning will equip you with the skills and
analytical abilities to thrive in business and industry. 

Taught courses
Taught courses for undergraduate and postgraduate
students provide a structured framework for study. They are
based on a programme of lectures, seminars and tutorials
and normally include compulsory core modules and the
opportunity to select a number of optional modules.

We offer dozens of taught courses, spanning a range of
disciplines and subjects across the arts and humanities,
science and engineering, and social sciences. These
courses aim to equip you with a curiosity-driven and deep
understanding of your subject, as well as a critical
approach and skills relevant to your future career.

Our teaching is informed by the very latest research findings.
Our taught courses constantly evolve to incorporate new
research developments and many are delivered by research
scholars, passionate about their subjects. We also regularly
consult with businesses and employers to ensure our
programmes provide you with the opportunity to develop key
transferable skills for employment.

The University is keen to ensure teaching is always
innovative and effective. Problem-based learning – an
approach which fosters skills in group working and
collaboration, self-direction, reasoning, critical reflection,
and knowledge acquisition and application – is
incorporated into many courses.

At Nottingham, we have an outstanding reputation for teaching
quality. Our commitment to maintaining excellence in the
provision of learning and teaching ensures that the University 
is consistently among the highest ranking performers in
independent teaching assessments.

“Our students earn world-class qualifications in the
context of one of the world’s most exciting economies
and cultures. In an increasingly globalised work
environment, our graduates are in demand because of
their unique, international education.”
Professor Andrew Marton
Vice-Provost for Teaching and Learning
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Academic excellence
Our academic staff members are selected on the basis 
of their excellence in teaching and research. While some
come straight from The University of Nottingham, UK,
others are appointed in open international competition to
work at The University of Nottingham Ningbo China. We
apply the same high standards that we require of staff
appointed to work at our UK campus. 

Academic year
The academic year begins in early September and ends in
mid-June the following year. The winter vacation is from late
January or early February for a four-week period. The long
summer vacation is from mid-June to the end of August.
The University operates a semester system, with one intake
each year for undergraduate and masters programmes.

Course structure
Our undergraduate programmes are taught over four years,
incorporating a preliminary year, where necessary, and the
traditional three-year University of Nottingham degree. Most
students undertake the preliminary year (year one) then the
qualifying year (year two) and then years three and four. The
preliminary year gives academically able students who do
not have the relevant qualifications for traditional entry the
opportunity to study with us. 

The preliminary year is also spent developing English
language skills if necessary – see page 28. Direct entry to
the qualifying year of an undergraduate programme is
possible for those whose qualifications are equivalent to 
A level, IB or similar. For further details of the direct entry
route, please see page 64. 

At postgraduate level, our masters courses are offered 
as one- or two-year programmes, with the two-year
programme including an English preparatory year. PhD
supervision is also offered across the University – see page
12 for further information.

Modules and choice
All our taught courses at undergraduate and postgraduate
level are divided into modules. Modules are self-contained
blocks of study, each of which is based on a particular
subject area and assessed separately. You can usually tailor
your studies to match your own interests through your
choice of modules.

There are two semesters in each academic year, each
consisting of a block of 12 teaching weeks followed by an
examination period. Each semester you will take a number
of modules. Some are core and compulsory; others you
select according to your particular interests. Each module
is assessed individually, usually by coursework and exam.

Towards the end of most programmes, you can choose to
engage in independent, in-depth research in the form of a
final-year dissertation. This will be instead of taught modules.

Students relax in the International Conference
Centre – the venue for many academic conferences
and a popular place to host important guests. 

Sun Yiren
BA International Studies with French

Sun talks about the benefits of studying at UNNC:
www.nottingham.ac.uk/ugvideos/sunyiren

You can view all our student videos at
www.nottingham.ac.uk/istudentvideos

Scan it: to find out how to
watch this video on your
smartphone see page 70.



Nottingham is internationally recognised for its 
world-changing and award-winning research. In
China, the University plays a leading research role,
particularly in globalisation, business and the
development of low-carbon technologies. Our
postgraduate students play an important part in our
groundbreaking research community.

At The University of Nottingham Ningbo China, the scope
of research projects taking place spans all faculties and
disciplines. Our strategy is to match our teaching and
research strengths with China’s interests and needs. For
example, a major feature of China’s ambitious national and
local plan is to reduce the country’s carbon emissions.
Therefore, here at UNNC, we emphasise environmental
sustainability across our research portfolio. 

We are committed to bringing to China world-leading
research expertise that is relevant to modern business,
industry and agriculture. Our finance and business research
is attracting major sponsorship. We have a growing

reputation for science and engineering innovations and 
we are developing our research strengths in the fields of
English language and linguistics, international relations, 
and journalism and media studies. 

As a PhD student or postdoctoral fellow, you will play a 
key role in the University’s research community. You will
share in exciting opportunities to tackle global issues in
collaboration with some of the world’s foremost academics
and leading industrial partners and will have access to the
latest in advanced research facilities. You can also take
advantage of the services offered by our Graduate School.
Find out more on page 12.
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World-changing 
research

9

We provide the latest in advanced research facilities
for our leading staff and postgraduate students.
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Postgraduate research
opportunities
Choosing to undertake postgraduate research is a 
major investment – a commitment to yourself, your subject
and your future. At UNNC we can provide you with a
cutting-edge research environment, the latest facilities and
access to leading academics who can help you progress in
your field of interest. We offer masters (by research) and
PhD opportunities.

Our Graduate School
The Graduate School promotes research and training on a
campus-wide scale while creating links with the University’s
UK and Malaysia campuses and building and strengthening
ties with the business and training community in China.
Staff in the Graduate School are committed to working with
you to ensure you receive all the relevant support and skills-
training you need to fulfil your potential.

How will I study?
As a research student at Nottingham, you will have close
contact with academic staff and receive personal research
supervision, working with either one or two academics,
depending on your course. Research training is provided to
support your work and to help you gain generic skills in
research methodology, skills specific to your research area,
and a greater understanding of your subject as a whole.

Masters (by research)
The masters (by research) is a one-year, full-time research
programme. Applicants should normally have completed a
bachelors degree at 2:1 level or above (or international
equivalent) in an appropriate subject. Evidence of relevant
personal, professional and educational experience may be
taken into consideration.

PhD programmes
At UNNC we offer full- and part-time PhD programmes
across our three faculties: Arts and Humanities; Science
and Engineering; and Social Sciences (which includes the
Nottingham University Business School China). The focus
is on areas of research strength, including:

•  computer science (compatibility and complexity in 
   analysis, computational intelligence in transport, data 
   mining, functional programming, machine learning, 
   multi-objective optimisation)

•  economics (international economics, international trade)

•  education (international higher education)

•  engineering (chemical engineering, civil engineering, 
   environmental engineering, material engineering, 
   mechanical engineering)

•  English (applied linguistics, discourse analysis, 
   literary studies)

•  international business (entrepreneurship, finance, 
   human resources, investment, management, 
   marketing, strategy)

•  international communications (cultural studies, digital 
   media, media and journalism)

•  international studies (history, international relations, 
   politics, sociology)

•  sustainable development (energy storage, facade 
   engineering, green technologies, hybrid powered 
   systems, solar energy, sustainable energy 
   transport systems)

The PhD is generally a three- to four-year full-time
programme, tailor-made to meet your specific research
interests. It normally takes four to six years to complete on a
part-time basis.

The PhD programme offers flexible supervision between 
the China and UK campuses. Depending on your research,
you may be required to spend part of your studies at the 
UK campus, but you will be registered at UNNC. The
qualification will be awarded by The University of
Nottingham, UK, and is recognised by the Chinese 
Ministry of Education.

Contact
Peter Chen
t: +86 (0)574 8818 1063 
f: +86 (0)574 8822 2483 
e: phdadmissions@nottingham.edu.cn 
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The University has ambitious research projects
involving collaboration with partners in China
and elsewhere in the world. 

“Just as we are a pioneer in providing internationally
excellent education in the UK and Asia, so too do 
we strive for recognition as a leader in international
research collaboration and scientific innovation. 
The University of Nottingham’s researchers seek to
maximise collaboration with UK, Chinese, European
and industrial sponsors.”
Professor Nabil Gindy
Vice-Provost for Research and Dean of the Graduate School

PhD scholarships
The University provides a significant number
of full scholarships for PhD students across
all faculties – for more information visit
www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/admissions/
pg/phd-scholarships.aspx

For information about our taught masters
programmes, see the relevant faculty pages
later in this prospectus. 
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A strong sense of community
Each University of Nottingham campus has a distinct style
and personality. Common to all is a strong sense of
community, created by approachable staff, a welcoming
student body, excellent support services and a wide range of
activities to help you meet new people and feel at home.

Unique advantages in China
The University is based in Ningbo, a modern city about
220km (140 miles) from Shanghai in China’s prosperous
Zhejiang province. Zhejiang is China’s technological and
scientific heartland and nurtures international trade, which
means the University is uniquely positioned to play an
important role in China’s economic development.

The University is on the outskirts of the city and has
an attractive park-like setting. Its signature Centre for
Sustainable Energy Technologies is the first zero-carbon
building in China and emphasises the University’s focus on
environmental sustainability in its research and practices.

Convenience and creature comforts
A vibrant UK-style high street is a popular gathering point on
campus for staff and students. Facilities include a bank, post
office, dry-cleaner, supermarket, hair salon, travel agency and
several restaurants. Shopping malls, entertainment facilities
and other amenities are all within walking distance or a short
bus or taxi ride from the campus.

International food choices
You can choose from a range of canteens on campus,
including one that specialises in halal cuisine and several 
that offer a wide array of Chinese staples and specialities. 
A nearby street market complements the food offerings on
campus. Some students opt to cater for themselves and
make use of several supermarkets in Ningbo, many of which
offer products for Western tastes. 

24-hour access to medical care 
The campus has a dedicated clinic with doctors and nurses
on 24-hour call, and a new private hospital nearby is
equipped with an emergency department. An English-
speaking medical adviser is available to accompany students
to hospitals and clinics.

On campus

Combining beautiful gardens, modern
architecture and state-of-the-art learning and
research facilities, our University is an
inspirational place to live, work and study.  

“Nottingham is the nearest Britain has to a truly global
university, with campuses in China and Malaysia
modelled on a headquarters that is among the most
attractive in Britain.”
The Times Good University Guide 2012

13

The award-winning Centre for Sustainable Energy
Technologies at The University of Nottingham Ningbo
China is the country’s first zero-carbon building.

See for yourself
View our China Campus image gallery at
www.flickr.com/photos/
uonottingham/collections
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A UK-style high street, which has restaurants and
other meeting places like the Student Common Room,
is at the centre of the University’s vibrant social scene.

15

Student life
Student clubs and societies
There are dozens of clubs and societies to join, with events
year-round for the serious minded and fun loving alike. 

You can choose to get involved in a range of activities, from
martial arts to joining the student television channel’s
production team. Dramatic, dance and musical talents are
also catered for, with student festivals and talent shows
providing additional entertainment on campus.

International student culture
The Students’ Union is pioneering the development of an
international student culture in a Chinese context. Its
mission is to create a diverse and international cultural
environment on campus. It also provides links between the
University and students. 

The Postgraduate Students’ Association complements the
work of the Students’ Union.

“I’m very glad I made a change in my life
which has brought any number of great
stories and great opportunities that will
serve as valuable for the rest of my life.”
Sebastian Naranjo Rodriguez (Panama)
BA International Studies, second year
The University of Nottingham Ningbo China

You will find our campus vibrant and welcoming with
lots of opportunities to get involved in events and
activities that interest you.

Sports facilities
We have a range of sports facilities on campus, open to all
students, from serious athletes to casual competitors. Our
outdoor facilities include a 400-metre track, an athletics field,
badminton courts, basketball courts, a grass football pitch,
synthetic tennis courts and volleyball courts. 

Indoor facilities include badminton courts, a basketball
court, rooms for gymnastics, table tennis, taekwondo and
wushu, a volleyball court and a sports theory classroom.
Several swimming pools are within walking distance of the
campus and nearby parks are popular with runners. 

If you want to get involved in competitive sport, there are
lots of opportunities including the annual Tri-Campus
Games. Students from our campuses in China, Malaysia
and the UK compete for the Tri-Campus title. The games
are held on a different campus each year and are a huge
event in the University’s sporting calendar. 

Harvey Kaye 
International student

Harvey talks about being an international 
student in Ningbo:
www.nottingham.ac.uk/ugvideos/harveykaye 

You can view all our student videos at
www.nottingham.ac.uk/istudentvideos

Scan it: to find out how to
watch this video on your
smartphone see page 70.

See for yourself
View our China Campus image gallery at
www.flickr.com/photos/
uonottingham/collections
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Experience modern China
If you study with us in Ningbo you will have the opportunity to
gain a deeper understanding of the world’s most remarkable
economic success story. Living and studying in this unusual,
rich and multi-faceted environment ensures a unique
university experience and gives you something extra for 
your CV.

Ningbo: a city that is dreaming big
Ningbo is a rapidly growing city in Zhejiang Province on the
south shore of Hangzhou Bay opposite Shanghai. Estimates
of the greater Ningbo population range from about six million
to almost nine million. 

It is an important trading, business and manufacturing city 
on China’s prosperous east coast. It has one of the busiest
ports in China which is also among the largest ports in 
the world.

The city of Ningbo places much importance on encouraging
educational excellence. It fully supported the establishment
in 2004 of The University of Nottingham Ningbo China as 
the first and only independently run foreign university within
mainland China. The University is situated in a commercial
district that includes most of the city’s higher education
institutions and a new business centre for financial 
services companies.

Easy travelling
Public transport in the city is fast and efficient. The University
is on several bus routes and taxi transport in Ningbo is
relatively cheap compared to other cities in the world. 

Many students use bicycles for their main mode of transport.
Some find it fun to get around the city on an electric bike 
or ‘e-bike’. 

Ningbo is a convenient base from which to explore 
China. The city is on major rail and bus routes and the
airport connects it to China’s major cities as well as
international destinations. 

Entertainment: day and night
There’s lots to do in Ningbo, whether you like relaxing in the
fresh air or partying late into the night. Ningbo has theatres,
cinemas, parks, health clubs, an art gallery and museum and
international hotels with restaurants and fitness centres. 

Popular among foreign residents is a downtown area called
Lao Waitan, which is dominated by international restaurants
and bars. In the centre of the city is Tianyi Square which, with
its designer shops and department stores, is a major draw. 

Sampling the culture
Although Ningbo is dominated by new high-rise buildings,
there are many heritage sites and places that will give you a
taste of ancient China in and around the city. Ningbo’s
numerous temples include Baoguo Temple, one of the oldest
wooden structures in southern China.

An easy starting point for exploring the city is the area
adjacent to Tianyi Square – Gu Lou – which means Drum
Tower, named after the 1,000-year-old architectural remnant
which is still standing. This striking landmark is the central
point of a bustling street-market zone popular among tourists
who want to bargain for wares. 

Tianyige Library Museum near Moon Lake, also in the city
centre, dates from 1516 and is thought to be the oldest
surviving library building in China. Its collection dates back to
the 11th century and includes woodblock and handwritten
copies of the Confucian classics. The library grounds feature
rock gardens and bamboo groves. 

Ningbo Art Museum presents exhibitions of contemporary art
and design in a truly world-class setting. The Ningbo Grand
Theatre, a large modern performing arts centre, features
traditional and modern shows. 

The Ningbo Musuem, an eye-catching contemporary building
within walking distance of the University, is included on the
list of important national exhibitions. There are walk-through
displays that encapsulate what it was like to live in China
over the centuries. Interesting relics recovered recently from
building sites in the area add to the nation’s knowledge of
Chinese society and history. 

Hot summers, cold winters
Seasons vary greatly in Ningbo. Make sure you have cool,
comfortable clothes for summer and a warm coat and shoes
for winter. Summer temperatures usually reach 30-40ºC (86-
104ºF), while winter temperatures can be as low as -6ºC
(21ºF). Autumn, with its crisp, sunny days and clear blue
skies, is a wonderful time of year in Ningbo.

Did you know?
One of the world’s longest ocean
bridges connects Ningbo and Shanghai,
reducing driving time between the two
cities to about two-and-a-half hours. The
bridge is just under 36km (22 miles)
long and was completed in 2007.
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City life
Sun Yiren 
BA International Studies with French

Street food in Ningbo is popular among students
who want to sample the local cuisine.

Sun enjoys the food on sale at the street market:
www.nottingham.ac.uk/ugvideos/sunyiren

You can view all our student videos at
www.nottingham.ac.uk/istudentvideos

Scan it: to find out how to
watch this video on your
smartphone see page 70.
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Overseas
opportunities

Students relax on the modern Jubilee Campus in the UK,
a striking space showcasing cutting-edge architecture.

19

Summer Institute at The University 
of Nottingham, UK 
We organise a Summer Institute at our UK campus for a
number of undergraduate students at the end of their 
third year. 

Postgraduates can also go to our UK campus for two to
three weeks of study in the summer. This could be of
particular value to you in your dissertation preparation.
Please be aware, these are optional periods of study
abroad so you will be expected to cover costs.

Student exchange programmes
We offer a number of exchange opportunities for students to
spend one semester or both semesters of their third year
either at our UK or Malaysia campus or at one of our partner
universities elsewhere in the world.

Students on an exchange programme continue to pay their
tuition fees to UNNC and pay no tuition fees to the partner
institution. You will be responsible for your air tickets,
accommodation and living expenses at the host institution.

Study abroad programmes
For an additional fee, the University offers the opportunity to
study at our UK campus or at one of the approved study
abroad partners elsewhere in the world. For details, please
check with the International Office – see page 26 or visit
www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/international/home.aspx

Continued on page 21.

Nottingham has an extensive network of exciting exchange links. If you 
are a student at another university, you can still share the experience of 
an education at The University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC)
through various exchange programmes. 
Likewise, if you are registered for your degree programme at UNNC, you
can access opportunities to study for a period outside of China. Some of
our courses include compulsory periods at our UK campus.
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2+2 and 4+0 programmes
On our 2+2 programmes, you will study for two years at
The University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC) and
for another two years at The University of Nottingham in 
the UK.

However, most degree programmes have 4+0 options
where you study for four years at UNNC. For more
information, please read the section in this prospectus that
relates to your area of study.

Incoming study abroad and international
exchange programmes
Our study abroad and international exchange programmes
are designed to allow undergraduate students from around
the world to study at UNNC for one or two semesters as
part of their university education, earning credits to transfer
back to your home institution. 

This unique opportunity combines the experience of living 
in China with a flexible programme delivered in English.
Normally you must have completed at least one year of
study at your home university in order to participate.

Courses are available in communication technologies and
media, communications and society, computer science,
cultural studies, engineering, English, finance and
accounting, foreign languages (including Mandarin), history,
international business, marketing, politics and strategic
management. For further information about individual
courses please visit our website at
www.nottingham.edu.cn and click on Study with us.

If you wish to attend UNNC within the international
exchange programme you must be studying at a university
that has an agreement with us. Check with your home
institution about opportunities for international exchange.

If you wish to apply for the incoming study abroad
programme, you can do so directly to The University of
Nottingham Ningbo China. If you are studying at one of our
study abroad or international exchange partner universities,
you should normally submit your application through your
home institution in order to benefit from any special fee
arrangements that may be in place.

Inter-campus mobility programme
Where suitable programmes and modules are available,
students from the UK and Malaysia campuses can apply
through their home schools to study for one or two
semesters at UNNC. 

Modules offered at UNNC are fully equivalent to those
offered at Nottingham UK; they are taught in English and
the credits gained can be transferred.

A period of study in China provides you with the
opportunity to continue with your planned course while
taking advantage of the opportunity to experience China’s
rapid growth.

Nottingham students from the UK or Malaysia pay the
normal tuition fees in full to their home campus. You will 
be responsible for your accommodation, travel and 
living expenses.

For incoming study abroad and international exchange
programmes, contact:
t: +86 (0)574 8818 0121
e: international@nottingham.edu.cn
w: www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/international

For study abroad in the UK or Malaysia, contact: 

International Office, The University of Nottingham, UK
e: studyabroad@nottingham.ac.uk
w: www.nottingham.ac.uk/international/exchanges

International Office, The University of Nottingham
Malaysia Campus
e: international.enquiries@nottingham.edu.my
w: www.nottingham.edu.my

International Summer Schools
Two-week courses, based at our campuses in China and
Malaysia, will provide you with the opportunity to study a
new area while meeting people from all over the world and
learning about a different culture. You will study with world-
class academics, take part in exciting cultural and social
activities and make friends who will stay with you for life. 

The Summer Schools are open to anyone in the world who
fulfils the academic entry requirements. 
For more information visit
www.nottingham.ac.uk/internationalsummerschools

21

Students enjoy a walk around Kuala Lumpur,
30km south of the Malaysia Campus.



Combining beautiful parkland and countryside,
impressive traditional and modern architecture,
and state-of-the-art learning and research
facilities, our award-winning campuses are
inspirational places to live, work and study.

University Park Campus, UK
Set around a lake with beautifully kept gardens and
pastures, the 330-acre University Park is the University’s
principal campus. Often regarded as one of the most
attractive in the UK, the campus features a mixture of
period buildings and modern teaching and research
facilities, with 12 halls of residence, a conference and
exhibition centre, sports facilities and the Lakeside Arts
Centre. All this is just a short bus ride from the city centre
on the dedicated Unilink bus service which runs during
term time.

Jubilee Campus, UK
Just over two miles from Nottingham city centre, Jubilee
Campus, which opened in 1999, is an exemplar in
sustainable brownfield regeneration and has won numerous
awards for its environmentally friendly design. The modern
buildings include teaching and research facilities, halls of
residence, retail, social and support amenities, libraries 
and a sports hall.

Aspire, the country’s tallest free-standing work of public art,
soars to 60 metres above the campus. The adjoining
Innovation Park was launched in 2008 and continues to
evolve – the latest addition being the Nottingham
Geospatial Building, which houses a world-class centre of
excellence in global navigation satellite systems.

Sutton Bonington Campus, UK
Located in the beautiful countryside of south
Nottinghamshire, the Sutton Bonington Campus occupies
a spacious 100-acre site with its own teaching and learning
facilities, sports centre, student guild, social amenities and
halls of residence. Ten miles south of University Park, the
campus benefits from state-of-the-art teaching and
research facilities including purpose-built plant and food
science buildings, specialised laboratories, a 24-hour
learning resource centre, an extensive library, the University
farm based on 1,000 acres of farmland, and a dairy centre
with 180 robotically milked cows. The campus also houses
the School of Veterinary Medicine and Science which
opened in 2006 – the first in Britain for over 50 years. 

A regular shuttle bus service operates between Sutton
Bonington and University Park, and just a couple of miles
away, the East Midlands Parkway railway station and East
Midlands Airport offer students living on campus a
convenient way to start national and international journeys.

Medical School, UK
The Medical School is adjacent to University Park and,
together with the University Hospital, forms the Queen’s
Medical Centre. The nearby Nottingham City Hospital
houses the University’s Clinical Sciences and Institute of
Population Health buildings. Entrants to the Graduate Entry
Medicine course are based at the University’s Medical
School in Derby, a purpose-built facility based at the Royal
Derby Hospital.

Malaysia Campus
Established in 2000, the Malaysia Campus moved to its
own purpose-built campus in Semenyih, 30km (19 miles)
south of Kuala Lumpur city centre, in 2005. Occupying a
scenic position overlooking green hills on a 110-acre site,
the campus is a self-contained and self-sufficient
neighbourhood in a garden environment. It combines a
high-quality living environment with top-quality teaching,
learning and research facilities and first-rate recreational
and leisure services. For more details, visit
www.nottingham.edu.my

“Huge lake, views over Trent Valley,
rolling Downs that sweep away into 
the distance, all a neat 10 minutes 
by bus from town.”
The Virgin Guide to British Universities 2012
(Referring to University Park Campus, UK)

Read more about our campuses at
www.nottingham.ac.uk/about/campuses
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Our international
campuses
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University Park Campus in the UK is often regarded as
one of the most attractive campuses in the country.
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Working in the Student Common Room on the campus high street.
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International
student support

The International Office
Staff in the International Office are committed to offering
guidance and support to international students from the
moment they register. We can offer you expert advice on
matters such as visa and immigration regulations, entry
requirements and even what to pack.

English language support
If English is not your first language, you may want to take
advantage of our language and study skills programmes. 
For those who need it, our degree programmes include a
preliminary year during which the focus is on improving
English for academic purposes. For more information on
courses offered by the Centre for English Language
Education, please see page 28. 

Welcoming you to China
Arriving in a new country can be daunting. Therefore we offer
a free coach pick-up service for new international students
arriving at the airport and train station. The International Office
will also help you with the paperwork required for visas,
including police registration, and we will ensure there is an
English-speaking medical adviser to accompany you for
mandatory health checks after your arrival in China.

Making you feel at home
The International Office runs a Welcome Programme aimed
specifically at helping international students get settled. We
take care of practical details, like opening a bank account,
and ensure there is a line-up of social activities so you can
meet people and make new friends. 

Student networks and support
The vis-à-vis programme, a type of buddy system, matches
new students with experienced students. Hall tutors, who
are mature students, are also available to discuss any
concerns connected to the student residence.

In each academic division, students are assigned a
personal tutor. The first meeting with your personal tutor
normally takes place within the first few weeks of the
autumn semester. You are welcome to discuss any
academic or personal issues with them.

Contact
e: international@nottingham.edu.cn
w: www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/international
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Min Young You
BA International Business 
with Chinese

Min Young talks about the benefits of being taught
in English on our diverse international campus:
www.nottingham.ac.uk/pgvideos/minyoungyou

You can view all our student videos at
www.nottingham.ac.uk/istudentvideos

Scan it: to find out how to
watch this video on your
smartphone see page 70.



We provide all our international students with
the support and academic skills-training they
need to fulfil their potential. If necessary, our
preliminary year will help you develop your
English language skills so you can make the
most of your degree programme.

At The University of Nottingham Ningbo China, all teaching
and administration is carried out in English. This is to
ensure we deliver a truly international education.

We accept Chinese students on our undergraduate degree
programmes on the strength of their university entrance
exams. They then focus on improving their English for
academic purposes in the first year of study. We have
undergraduate and postgraduate students from a range of
countries who join our Chinese students in a preliminary
year aimed at ensuring they develop their English language
writing and speaking skills to a high level of competence.

Centre for English Language Education
The Centre for English Language Education (CELE) is at
the heart of the University’s support system for international
students. Our centre is probably the biggest of its kind in
Asia, recruiting a large number of tutors who specialise in
teaching English for academic purposes (EAP). You will
spend your time honing your English language reading,
writing and presentation skills under the guidance of your
dedicated EAP tutor. 

Your preliminary year
The preliminary year is intensive. You will work in a small
group and be encouraged to undertake activities that help
you develop your fluency in English. Your English language
courses will be complemented by other modules that serve
as a foundation for the content of your degree programme.

This year will give you the opportunity to improve your
written and verbal skills in English. You will be taught how
to present your work in public and be shown techniques to
help you keep improving your English skills and to develop
habits for lifelong learning.

By the time you complete the preliminary year, you will have
a deep knowledge of English grammar and will have
expanded your vocabulary so you are familiar with technical
terms you will come across during your degree programme.
You will have developed the skills to analyse complex texts
and extract relevant information.

Ongoing support
In addition to the vital support you will receive in your
preliminary year, you will have access to ongoing help and
advice from the Academic Support Unit throughout your
years of study. You will be given the opportunity to attend
workshops and receive personal, one-on-one advice on
maintaining and developing your language and study skills.
A comprehensive range of English language books in the
Self Access Centre complements the specific advice you
will receive from tutors who specialise in supporting 
student learning. 

Assessment
Teaching takes the form of lectures, seminars and tutorials.
Tutors expect students to be well prepared and to take an
active role in all classes. 

In addition to classes, you will be expected to do a significant
amount of self-study. This includes completing set
assignments, conducting research, preparing coursework,
working in groups, revising for exams, and studying
independently to develop English language skills.
Examination results for the University’s English-focused
preliminary year programmes do not influence your final
degree classification. However, it is necessary to
successfully complete these programmes and pass all
English modules in order to progress to the first year of an
undergraduate or masters programme.

Summer programmes
As well as offering EAP courses during the regular
academic year, CELE runs a number of summer
programmes. These include teacher-training courses,
bespoke offerings in various aspects of English for specific
purposes and a suite of intensive presessional courses for
students hoping to enter The University of Nottingham
Ningbo China.

Contact
e: admissions@nottingham.edu.cn
w: www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/admissions
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English language 
support
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Our campus at The University of Nottingham Ningbo
China is full of peaceful places to read and study.

Survival Chinese
Although our courses are delivered in English, you can
still choose to develop a working knowledge of
Mandarin alongside your degree programme. The
University offers all international students at The
University of Nottingham Ningbo China complimentary,
non-compulsory Mandarin language lessons at beginner
level to enhance the benefits of your exposure to the
country and culture.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/eduworld
http://www.twitter.com/eduworldgroup
http://www.youtube.com/eduworldgroup
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