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Murdoch University has an outstanding 
reputation as an institution that, 
within an engaging and caring 
environment, provides students with 
a quality education and recognised 
academic standing. Murdoch is 
committed to excellence in teaching 
and research within an international 
context and provides the ideal place 
to take the next step on your path of 
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Underpinned by the University’s 
dedication to excellence in teaching 
and research, Murdoch students gain 
a quality education and recognised 
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engaging with local, national and 
international communities. We 
currently have more than 22,000 
students and 2,000 staff working 
together in a networked environment 
that encourages independent thinking, 
teamwork and leadership. 

Education at Murdoch is about creating 
opportunities for your future. Our 
admissions policy provides alternative 
entry pathways for students from non 
traditional academic backgrounds. 
Among these is the Murdoch University 
Preparation Course (MUPC) offered 
through the Murdoch Institute of 
Technology, based at the South Street 
campus. This program is designed 
to prepare students for direct entry 
into our wide range of undergraduate 
courses.

In addition to innovative programs, 
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structure that allows you to tailor 
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needs. Importantly, we provide an 
education that encourages you to think 
independently and critically and that 
is designed to foster those qualities of 
imagination and independence of mind 
on which professional and personal 
development depend.

Murdoch University is a research-
intensive university, with almost 
two thirds of its assessed research 
outputs at or above world standards 
in the sciences, humanities and social 
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performing at the highest levels of 
excellence. The teaching and learning 
activities of the University, the industry 
sector and the communities the 
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commitment to excellence. Research 
excellence informs and strengthens 
our teaching programs, keeping our 
students at the leading edge of their 
chosen discipline and aligned to 
current and future industry needs.

We also see each student’s time at 
Murdoch as more than just getting a 
degree – we emphasise the value of 
the whole university experience. Our 
campuses are safe and accessible, 
while our staff are friendly, welcoming 
and supportive. 

We have a global outlook and you will 
mix with people from more than 100 
countries on campuses where equality 
for all is woven into every aspect of 
university life. Many Murdoch students 
are also able to build a service element 
into their university experience by 
participating in one of the many public 
services we offer, including the well 
established Psychology Clinic, the 
prestigious Veterinary Clinic and the 
Southern Communities Advocacy and 
Legal Education Service (SCALES).

Murdoch University will help prepare 
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part of a local and global community 
and encourage you to think of your 
university days as an introduction to 
lifelong learning and the development 
of an inquiring mind. 

For these reasons Murdoch is the 
university of choice for our students 
and staff and we look forward to 
welcoming you!

Professor Richard Higgott 
Vice Chancellor

Vice Chancellor welcome
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Murdoch University courses have 
been designed to prepare graduates 
for a vast range of careers, regardless 
of the major, with a focus on 
developing transferable skills to 
increase future employment options.

Why  
Murdoch?

In this fast-paced age of globalisation, 
your career possibilities are endless. 

At Murdoch University we create the 
pathways for you to access every one 
of those possibilities. That’s because 
academic life at Murdoch University 
is an extension of the real world. 
You’ll learn the craft of broadcast 
in industry standard television and 
radio studios, you’ll hone your skills 
in a purpose-built courtroom, you’ll 
practise in a working veterinary 
clinic, or you’ll gain hands-on 
instrumentation and control 
engineering experience at Murdoch’s 
pilot plant, just to name a few of 
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Merging technical skills with theory 
has given our University the real 
world edge, with some of the world’s 
biggest companies and prominent 
global industry heads coming to 
Murdoch University for our research 
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At Murdoch we can leverage the 
intellectual capital from a vibrant 
research culture to ensure your 
learning experience will prepare you 
for your future career. 
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We have a variety of undergraduate 
and graduate degrees to help you 
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World class facilities 
Our state of the art facilities include 
a real veterinary clinic, fully-equipped 
TV and radio studios, practising 
chiropractic clinic, new sports science 
lab and a world class moot court. 
You’ll also have access to a 24 hour 
computer laboratory and Library 
Learning Common. 

Real skills and  
industry partnerships
Murdoch University is a Member of 
the Innovative Research Universities 
Group of Australia. We work closely with 
industry, businesses, the community and 
government across a range of exciting 
projects and initiatives. This provides 
opportunities for you to learn exactly 
what you need to know to meet industry 
needs. Giving you practical experience 
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and thinking skills needed to make a 
difference in the world. 

Murdoch community
Making friends, exploring new 
interests and having fun are all part 
of the uni experience. At Murdoch 
you’ll have the chance to join our 
student clubs and Guild, be a part 
of a range of uni events, become a 
volunteer or spend free time at our 
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Our campus
Murdoch’s South Street 
campus is the largest Campus 
in Australia with its own 
conservation category wetland 
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A range of 
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To help you adjust to uni life 
we offer a range of support 
services and events. This includes 
a dedicated support team for 
�������
����������
���
�����
advisors and a range of health 
and additional support services 
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Leading academics
The University is committed to 
providing high quality and trained 
academics. Over 55% of our 
staff hold a Doctorate degree by 
research or coursework.

Rankings
Murdoch University has debuted in the second annual Times Higher Education 
(THE) 100 under 50 rankings, with a ranking of 57. The QS World University’s World 
'
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�����

3



4

Perth climate – average temperatures

Summer December – February dry and hot 20-35ºC 68-95ºF

Autumn March – May warm to cool 12-25ºC 53.6-77ºF

Winter June – August cold and rainy 8-18ºC 46.4-64.4ºF

Spring September – November cool 10-22ºC 50-71.6ºF

Perth, Western Australia
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Western Australia is home to just over 
two million people. Four times the area 
of Texas, the State covers one-third 
of the Australian continent, spanning 
over 2.5 million square kilometres 
(one million square miles) and several 
different climatic zones.

Western Australia is famed for its 
brilliant blue skies, warm sunny climate 
and white sandy beaches. It is a land 
blessed with some of the world’s 
most precious natural phenomena 
including the dolphins of Monkey Mia, 
the 350-million-year-old Bungle Bungle 
range and the towering karri forests of 
the South-West.

Perth, the capital city, is home to 1.5 
million people and enjoys more hours 

of sunshine than any other capital 
city in Australia. Perth city centre is 
located approximately 20 minutes by 
train from the Murdoch South Street 
Campus. Travelling around Perth by 
train or bus is very simple, and buses 
run regularly between Murdoch 
University, Perth and Fremantle. 

The city sits on the Swan River, where 
������������/�����������������������
sailing or simply relaxing with friends 
for a barbecue in the sun. In Perth 
city, a large shopping district offers 
a wide variety of cafes, restaurants, 
upscale boutiques, department 
stores, Australian souvenir and duty 
free shops for you to enjoy. There are 
also wineries, beaches and bush land 
within easy reach of the city, and a 

cosmopolitan mix of cafes, restaurants, 
pubs and thriving nightlife in the city 
centre. Out of the downtown area, the 
suburbs provide excellent shopping, 
especially in the open-air markets 
��	���$�����

Should you wish to explore other 
Australian cities, Perth is less than 
four hours by plane from Sydney and 
Melbourne. As the closest Australian 
city to South-East Asia, Perth is also 
a great starting point for exploring 
Australia’s Asian neighbours. It is only 
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Asian destinations including Bangkok, 
Jakarta, Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur 
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Murdoch campuses
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South Street campus
The Murdoch (South Street) campus 
is set in a beautiful bush environment 
and covers more than 227 hectares, 
making it the largest university campus 
in Australia. 

Bush Court is the hub of the 
campus, as it provides many shady 
spots for outside tutorials or quiet 
study opportunities, as well as 
being surrounded by eateries, 
student support facilities and an 
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At the Murdoch campus you will have 
access to a large range of facilities and 
support services, as well as computing 
labs and a wireless network. The 
Learning Common, located in the 
Library is open seven days a week for 
your convenience. 

The Murdoch campus is 15km south 
of the Perth CBD and 8km east 
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Peel campus
Murdoch University is part of the Peel 
Education and TAFE campus. This 
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comprising of a high school, VET/TAFE 
and university. 

The University’s Peel campus offers 
state of the art teaching facilities. This 
includes two fully equipped 12-bed 
nursing wards and the latest audio 
visual equipment, wireless networking 
and computer laboratories. 

The Peel campus is located 75km south 
of Perth within the City of Mandurah. It 
is approximately 35 minutes from the 
Mandurah train station to the Murdoch 
train station.

Getting to campus
11 mins from the city to Murdoch train station, quick trip by 
connecting bus to South Street campus or a 10 min walk

Regular bus services past campus

15 minutes from the city on Kwinana Freeway  
(exit South Street)

Cycle routes to campus

Rockingham campus
The University’s Rockingham campus 
is located 45km south of Perth. It’s 
approximately 19 minutes from the 
Rockingham station to the Murdoch 
train station.

The campus enjoys an excellent 
relationship with Challenger Institute 
of Technology, which allows students 
to move smoothly from VET/TAFE to 
Murdoch University studies in areas 
such as Education and Accounting.

The Rockingham Community Library, 
located on the Rockingham campus, 
gives students access to the most up 
to date resources, with friendly staff 
to assist. Excellent computer facilities 
allow students access to information 
from anywhere in the world.

How can I get there?
You have a number of options when it 
comes to getting to our campuses.

Conveniently, the Mandurah train 
line runs straight past each of our 
campuses. In particular, the journey to 
the Murdoch train station from Perth is 
approximately 11 minutes, and buses 
run regularly between the train station 
and the South Street campus.

There are also a number of cycle routes 
to the University, so whichever form 
of transport you choose, getting to 
����������=�������������
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Bush Court 
Bush Court has become a well-known 
feature of the University and is the 
central hub for most campus events. 
The grassy quadrangle is transformed 
every Thursday for Market Day, where 
you can purchase your groceries, buy 
/����������������������������
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or even buy a bike. There is something 
for everyone. 

Food Court 
The Murdoch Food Court on South 
Street has a number of food outlets 
and is a great place to catch up with 
friends, with plenty of places to eat, or 
opportunities to bask in the sun in an 
outdoor area. There are also a number 
of locations throughout the campus 
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There is a variety of food outlets across 
the three Murdoch campuses.

Murdoch University 
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The Tavern is a great social place for 
over 18 year old students to relax and 
unwind. The Murdoch Guild Tavern 
caters for every situation, whether 
you want to hang out and play pool 
with friends, listen to music, watch the 
latest action on plasma screens or relax 
in the outdoor beer garden. 

Student Guild
The Guild is an independent 
organisation run by students, for 
students. The Guild is at the centre of 
campus life, and exists to make life at 
Murdoch easier and more enjoyable. 

As a Murdoch student you will have the 
opportunity to join and get involved 
in all the Guild has to offer: clubs and 
societies; campus events like O-Festival 
and Stamp out Stress; Student 
Volunteering and more. 

The Guild also provides services 
and runs facilities that offer choice, 
discounts and fun to students. These 
include Metior (the Murdoch Student 
Magazine), the Guild Shop, the Second 
Hand Book Exchange, the Volunteer 
Hub, the Sports and Recreation Centre, 
Murdoch Guild Tavern, Sir Walter’s 
Café, Café Kadjininy, as well as Student 
Assist and much more.

Campus life
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Employment
All student visas are issued with 
Permission to Work included. After you 
have commenced studies, Permission 
to Work allows you to work up to 20 
hours per week during semester and 
full time during non-teaching periods. 
Any dependants on your student visa 
will also be eligible for work rights once 
you’ve had yours granted. 

As work is not always readily available, 
you should not rely on this income for 
support and you will not be permitted 
����������������
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support funds when you apply for your 
Student Visa.

Murdoch University has a Careers 
and Employment Service to assist you 
in preparing for the working world. 
Services range from workshops on 
preparing resumes and job search skills 
for both Australia and internationally, 
to one-on-one career counselling 
sessions.

As a graduate, the services expand to 
help you maintain a link to Murdoch 
and continue your professional 
development through alumni activities 
around the world including formal 
functions, networking sessions and 
alumni mentoring programs.

24-hour International 
Assistance Line
Murdoch University has an after-
hours personal support hotline for its 
international students to extend the 
University’s level of student support to 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

The Student Assistance Line means 
that Murdoch’s international students 
will be able to talk to someone 
when required – even when they are 
���	
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Underage students
For students who are under the age 
of 18 at the time of commencement, 
Murdoch University provides services 
to ensure welfare is catered for. Please 
contact us for more information. 

The Student Centre 
The Student Centre Team is responsible 
for providing support to international 
students at Murdoch University, 
starting at the initial point of contact 
with new students, right through 
to the point of graduation from 
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The friendly and welcoming team 
answers current international student 
queries relating to visa requirements 
and associated issues, Overseas 
Student Health Cover (OSHC), 
enrolment, personal issues or problems 
and matters relating to the orientation 
of new students.

Health and 
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Murdoch University’s Health and 
Counselling Service provides doctors, 
nurses and counsellors for student 
consultations and to respond to any 
on-campus emergencies.

The nursing and counselling staff 
provides a range of services at no fee 
and the doctors charge the minimum 
allowable fee. 

The service has a strong relationship 
with OSHC Worldcare and all bills 
for Worldcare clients are processed 
directly – meaning no on-the-spot 
payments.

Equity and 
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Murdoch University has demonstrated 
a strong history of increasing the 
diversity of its student intake. 

For more information please visit: 
http://our.murdoch.edu.au/Student-
life/Rights-and-responsibilities/Get-
help-or-advice/

International 
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�
Students need to lodge an application 
for a student visa to an Australian 
Embassy or High Commission after 
accepting an offer of a place at 
Murdoch University. Full details of 
the student visa regulations and 
application process can be found at 
www.immi.gov.au

If you are using a registered education 
agent of Murdoch University, your 
agent will assist you with the visa 
application process and you should 
contact them for further advice.

The guidelines for international 
students studying in Australia and the 
responsibilities of education institutions 
is outlined in the Commonwealth 
Government’s Education Services 
for Overseas Students (ESOS) Act 
and the National Code. For more 
information on the ESOS Act and the 
National Code, visit www.aei.gov.
au/Regulatory-Information/Pages/
Regulatoryinformation.aspx or contact 
us at international@murdoch.edu.au 

Overseas Student 
Health Cover (OSHC)
It is a requirement of the Australian 
Government Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) 
that all international students have 
health cover for the length of their 
student visa. All international students 
are required to pay OSHC fees with 
their tuition fees when they accept 
their Offer of Admission. 

Students must pay OSHC for the full 
length of their student visa when 
they accept their offer. Murdoch will 
assist students in registering for OSHC 
with its preferred provider, OSHC 
Worldcare. Students will receive further 
information on their Worldcare policy 
when they attend the Orientation 
Program at the beginning of each 
semester. Students may also use other 
health cover providers through private 
arrangements. 

The health cover policy documentation 
will need to be supplied to the 
�������<����������`����� 
For further information on Overseas 
Student Health Cover, including fees 
with OSHC Worldcare, go to  
www.oshcworldcare.com.au 

Support for international students
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The Village accommodation

As a secure, on-campus community, 
Murdoch University Village offers 
a 24-hour staff presence, with 
residential staff living on site and 
night-time security patrols. A team 
of Resident Assistants are responsible 
for organising events, enabling 
new students to adapt to the new 
environment and ensuring Village rules, 
regulations and standards of behaviour 
are followed. Staff also provide support 
to residents experiencing personal or 
study problems.

Murdoch University Village offers a 
range of new and recently refurbished 
facilities including:
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operated washing machines 
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table tennis, projection screen and 
a communal kitchen;
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connectivity;
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Most residents are undergraduates 
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and it is our policy to house male and 
female residents from different social 
and cultural backgrounds together. 
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accommodated by the Village, subject 
to availability. 

Rates
The fees for 2014 range from $181 
weekly for an 8 bedroom apartment 
to $362 weekly for a 1 bedroom 
apartment. These fees are a summary, 
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refer to www.murdochuv.com.au 

The Murdoch 
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Murdoch University Village currently 
houses over 830 residents in a range of 
furnished, self contained apartments. 
The Village offers single, double, 
ensuite and twin share accommodation 
to suit all budgets, including a choice 
�����������
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bedroom apartments, completed in 
2009. Apartments adapted for people 
��������
��������������������������
and bathroom) are available.

With the student experience as 
a core focus, Murdoch University 
Village has launched an exciting 
new student life program designed 
to help residents meet new people, 
achieve academically and develop 
essential life skills. Events may include 
BBQs, themed parties, essay writing 
workshops, sports competitions, senior 
student support and more.



11

Murdoch University Village is owned 
and operated by global student 
accommodation specialists Campus 
Living Villages, in partnership with 
Murdoch University.

For further information, including 
online applications:

Murdoch University Village
PO Box 1055
Canning Vale DC
Western Australia 6970
Telephone: +61 8 9360 2909
Facsimile: +61 8 9360 2977
info@murdochuv.com.au 
www.murdochuv.com.au 

Cost of living 
As a general guide, students should 
budget approximately AU$350* per 
week for their living expenses in Perth. 
Z����������������������������������
fees, the cost of running a vehicle, 
textbook costs, or holiday travel costs 
and will vary according to individual 
students’ lifestyles.

Students can expect to pay from 
AU$150* to $400* per semester for 
textbooks and money should also be 
budgeted for photocopying and other 
incidental costs related to studying. 
Each student budget is different and 
���������
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individual needs and preferences. 

Students should ensure they arrive 
in Australia with easy access to 
approximately AU$500 to pay for 
miscellaneous expenses associated 
with establishing themselves in Perth. If 
you have not pre-paid for housing, you 
should bring more to pay for rent in 
advance, bond costs, etc.

*Prices quoted as of 2013. Costs are estimates only.
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Studying a university degree will give 
you the skills and knowledge you need 
to build a good career in the future. 
A university degree will expand your 
thinking, broaden your skills, and 
challenge you to change the world. 

Murdoch’s Bachelor degrees help 
you to build the right foundations in 
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studies, ensure that you progress each 
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to extend your learning into further 
study or work and make a real 
difference in the world.

In 2014, Murdoch University will be 
���������������������
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new undergraduate degrees. These 
courses have been designed to prepare 
graduates for a vast range of careers. 
The new degrees at Murdoch have 
a streamlined structure that offer a 
wide range of majors within seven 
undergraduate degrees:
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The Murdoch Degree 
framework
The new degree framework at 
Murdoch is structured around four 
key elements: transition to university, 
research skills, breadth of knowledge 
and the Major. Every degree provides 
students with depth of knowledge and 
skills in at least one major area of study. 

Transition to university 
Z����������
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are about supporting you to become 
a successful student and each degree 
has a transition unit that helps you to 
develop the key academic skills to be 
successful in your chosen degree. 

Whichever degree you choose, you 
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units will prepare you for the major of 
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Research skills
During your second and third year, 
you will undertake units that are 
focused on research skills relevant to 
your degree. Research skills are highly 
valued by employers and they serve to 
‘future proof’ your degree by providing 
you with the skills to undertake life-
long learning. Understanding how to 
critically analyse issues, problem solve 
and communicate effectively with 
others are key skills employers look for.

Breadth of knowledge
Rarely can a problem be solved with 
just one skill or through one way of 
thinking. Often the best solutions, the 
ones that really change the world, 
are when people apply knowledge 
in new ways or work within a team 
to bring different skills together. 
Breadth studies at Murdoch not 
only introduce you to knowledge 
outside of your chosen discipline but, 
more importantly, they teach you to 
understand how others think and solve 
problems. 

Major
Every undergraduate student at 
Murdoch must complete at least one 
Major within their degree. Each Major 
is a sequential program of study that 
progressively builds knowledge and 
�$��������������������
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that prepares you for the next step, 
whether it is further study, research or 
into professional employment. 

In most cases, students have 
the opportunity to complete a 
������	�
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Murdoch degree structure
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